
The Cold War: 1945-1961
Domestic Stuff



TRUMAN’S FAIR DEAL
-Attempted Revival of New Deal 
Programs

-Conservative Congressional Coalition

-Taft-Hartley Act (1947)



TRUMAN & CIVIL RIGHTS

-Commission on Civil 
Rights (1947)

-Desegregation of 
Armed Forces (1948)



New Government Structures
Atomic Energy Commission  1946 

National Security Act - 1947

Peacetime military draft  1948



Red Scare in America

Fear of...
...Spies infiltrating US 
government

...Nuclear war

...Another Depression

...Spreading communism

-Pop culture reflected these 
fears



“Duck and Cover”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60




American Post War Art- Abstract Expressionism

Title: Lucifer
Artist: Jackson Pollock
Date: 1947
Medium: Oil and Enamel on Canvas

Russian Art in the 1950s
Title: Flowers to Stalin
Artist: Mikhail Chepik
Date: 1951
Medium: Oil on Canvas

Title: We are Pioneers 
of the Soviet Union
Date: 1950
Medium: Oil on Canvas



McCarthyism

◈ Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy accused hundreds 
of employees in State Dept. of being communists

“I have here, in my hand, a list…”



House Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC)

• Sensationalistic committee created in 1945 to root 
out communism after WWII

• Rep. Richard Nixon led committee to indict Alger 
Hiss (U.S. State Dept.)

• Hollywood 10



JULIUS & ETHEL ROSENBERG 
TRIAL (1951–1953)

Charged with conspiracy to pass atomic secrets to USSR



22ND AMENDMENT (1951)
-Two term limit

-10 year maximum



How do you think all of this fear around 
Communism will manifest itself in American 

society?



Eisenhower
1952-1960

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dwight_D._Eisenhower,_White_House_photo_portrait,_February_1959.jpg


ELECTION OF 
1952

Nixon’s scandal & “Checkers” speech

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Adlai E. Stevenson



Based on your project research so far, what 
does the American economy look like?

Hint: Shifting away from wartime manufacturing.



BUSINESS
● White-collar jobs
● Conglomerates
● Franchises

http://www.mcdonalds.com/


GOLDEN AGE OF FREE 
ENTERPRISE (CAPITALISM)

-Post WWII economic 
expansion

-Sunbelt

-Last decade of the 
Industrial Age





Automania
-Cheap gas

-Easy credit

-Interstate Highway System (1956)

-Drive-in movies, restaurants, shopping malls



RISE OF 
SUBURBIA

“Levittown”

Suburban 
Consumerism



What are modern issues facing urban 
communities?



“WHITE FLIGHT”

Inner Cities and Suburbs



Women in the 50s and Baby Boom



CONFORMITY & REBELLION

-Red Scare breeds conformity

-The Beats

-Teenagers/Rock & Roll


