
Good evening, my fellow Americans:

Tonight I want to speak to you of peace in Vietnam and Southeast Asia.

No other question so preoccupies our people. No other dream so absorbs the 250 million human beings
who live in that part of the world. No other goal motivates American policy in Southeast Asia.

For years, representatives of our Government and others have traveled the world--seeking to find a basis
for peace talks.

Since last September, they have carried the offer that I made public at San Antonio. That offer was this:

That the United States would stop its bombardment of North Vietnam when that would lead promptly to
productive discussions--and that we would assume that North Vietnam would not take military
advantage of our restraint.

Hanoi denounced this offer, both privately and publicly. Even while the search for peace was going on,
North Vietnam rushed their preparations for a savage assault on the people, the government, and the
allies of South Vietnam.

Their attack--during the Tet holidays--failed to achieve its principal objectives.

It did not collapse the elected government of South Vietnam or shatter its army--as the Communists had
hoped. It did not produce a "general uprising" among the people of the cities as they had predicted.

The Communists were unable to maintain control of any of the more than 30 cities that they attacked.
And they took very heavy casualties. But they did compel the South Vietnamese and their allies to move
certain forces from the countryside into the cities.

They caused widespread disruption and suffering. Their attacks, and the battles that followed, made
refugees of half a million human beings.

The Communists may renew their attack any day.

They are, it appears, trying to make 1968 the year of decision in South Vietnam--the year that brings, if
not final victory or defeat, at least a turning point in the struggle.

This much is clear: If they do mount another round of heavy attacks, they will not succeed in destroying
the fighting power of South Vietnam and its allies.

But tragically, this is also clear: Many men--on both sides of the struggle--will be lost. A nation that has
already suffered 20 years of warfare will suffer once again. Armies on both sides will take new casualties.
And the war will go on.

There is no need for this to be so.

There is no need to delay the talks that could bring an end to this long and this bloody war.



Tonight, I renew the offer I made last August--to stop the bombardment of North Vietnam. We ask that
talks begin promptly, that they be serious talks on the substance of peace. We assume that during those
talks Hanoi will not take advantage of our restraint.

We are prepared to move immediately toward peace through negotiations.

So, tonight, in the hope that this action will lead to early talks, I am taking the first step to deescalate the
conflict. We are reducing--substantially reducing--the present level of hostilities.

And we are doing so unilaterally, and at once.

I cannot promise that the initiative that I have announced tonight will be completely successful in
achieving peace any more than the 30 others that we have undertaken and agreed to in recent years. But
it is our fervent hope that North Vietnam, after years of fighting that have left the issue unresolved, will
now cease its efforts to achieve a military victory and will join with us in moving toward the peace table.

And there may come a time when South Vietnamese--on both sides--are able to work out a way to settle
their own differences by free political choice rather than by war. As Hanoi considers its course, it should
be in no doubt of our intentions. It must not miscalculate the pressures within our democracy in this
election year.

We have no intention of widening this war.

But the United States will never accept a fake solution to this long and arduous struggle and call it peace.

No one can foretell the precise terms of an eventual settlement.

Our objective in South Vietnam has never been the annihilation of the enemy. It has been to bring about
a recognition in Hanoi that its objective--taking over the South by force--could not be achieved.

I think every American can take a great deal of pride in the role that we have played in bringing this
about in Southeast Asia. We can rightly judge--as responsible Southeast Asians themselves do--that the
progress of the past 3 years would have been far less likely--if not completely impossible--if America's
sons and others had not made their stand in Vietnam.

One day, my fellow citizens, there will be peace in Southeast Asia.

It will come because the people of Southeast Asia want it--those whose armies are at war tonight, and
those who, though threatened, have thus far been spared.

Peace will come because Asians were willing to work for it--and to sacrifice for it--and to die by the
thousands for it.

But let it never be forgotten: Peace will come also because America sent her sons to help secure it.



It has not been easy--far from it. During the past 4½ years, it has been my fate and my responsibility to
be Commander in Chief. I have lived---daily and nightly--with the cost of this war. I know the pain that it
has inflicted. I know, perhaps better than anyone, the misgivings that it has aroused.

Throughout this entire, long period, I have been sustained by a single principle: that what we are doing
now, in Vietnam, is vital not only to the security of Southeast Asia, but it is vital to the security of every
American.

Surely we have treaties which we must respect. Surely we have commitments that we are going to keep.
Resolutions of the Congress testify to the need to resist aggression in the world and in Southeast Asia.
But the heart of our involvement in South Vietnam--under three different presidents, three separate
administrations--has always been America's own security.

And the larger purpose of our involvement has always been to help the nations of Southeast Asia
become independent and stand alone, self-sustaining, as members of a great world community--at
peace with themselves, and at peace with all others. With such an Asia, our country--and the world--will
be far more secure than it is tonight.

I believe that a peaceful Asia is far nearer to reality because of what America has done in Vietnam. I
believe that the men who endure the dangers of battle--fighting there for us tonight--are helping the
entire world avoid far greater conflicts, far wider wars, far more destruction, than this one.

The peace that will bring them home someday will come. Tonight I have offered the first in what I hope
will be a series of mutual moves toward peace. I pray that it will not be rejected by the leaders of North
Vietnam. I pray that they will accept it as a means by which the sacrifices of their own people may be
ended. And I ask your help and your support, my fellow citizens, for this effort to reach across the
battlefield toward an early peace.

Finally, my fellow Americans, let me say this:

Of those to whom much is given, much is asked. I cannot say and no man could say that no more will be
asked of us.

Yet, I believe that now, no less than when the decade began, this generation of Americans is willing to
"pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the
survival and the success of liberty." Since those words were spoken by John F. Kennedy, the people of
America have kept that compact with mankind's noblest cause.

And we shall continue to keep it.

Yet, I believe that we must always be mindful of this one thing, whatever the trials and the tests ahead.
The ultimate strength of our country and our cause will lie not in powerful weapons or infinite resources
or boundless wealth, but will lie in the unity of our people.

This I believe very deeply.



Throughout my entire public career I have followed the personal philosophy that I am a free man, an
American, a public servant, and a member of my party, in that order always and only. For 37 years in the
service of our Nation, first as a Congressman, as a Senator, and as Vice President, and now as your
President, I have put the unity of the people first. I have put it ahead of any divisive partisanship.

And in these times as in times before, it is true that a house divided against itself by the spirit of faction,
of party, of region, of religion, of race, is a house that cannot stand.

There is division in the American house now. There is divisiveness among us all tonight. And holding the
trust that is mine, as President of all the people, I cannot disregard the peril to the progress of the
American people and the hope and the prospect of peace for all peoples.

So, I would ask all Americans, whatever their personal interests or concern, to guard against divisiveness
and all its ugly consequences.

Fifty-two months and 10 days ago, in a moment of tragedy and trauma, the duties of this office fell upon
me. I asked then for your help and God's, that we might continue America on its course, binding up our
wounds, healing our history, moving forward in new unity, to clear the American agenda and to keep the
American commitment for all of our people.

United we have kept that commitment. United we have enlarged that commitment.

Through all time to come, I think America will be a stronger nation, a more just society, and a land of
greater opportunity and fulfillment because of what we have all done together in these years of
unparalleled achievement. Our reward will come in the life of freedom, peace, and hope that our
children will enjoy through ages ahead.

What we won when all of our people united just must not now be lost in suspicion, distrust, selfishness,
and politics among any of our people. Believing this as I do, I have concluded that I should not permit the
Presidency to become involved in the partisan divisions that are developing in this political year.

With America's sons in the fields far away, with America's future under challenge right here at home,
with our hopes and the world's hopes for peace in the balance every day, I do not believe that I should
devote an hour or a day of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any duties other than the
awesome duties of this office--the Presidency of your country.

Accordingly, I shall not seek, and I will not accept, the nomination of my party for another term as your
President.

But let men everywhere know, however, that a strong, a confident, and a vigilant America stands ready
tonight to seek an honorable peace--and stands ready tonight to defend an honored cause--whatever
the price, whatever the burden, whatever the sacrifice that duty may require.

Thank you for listening.

Good night and God bless all of you. President Lyndon B. Johnson - March 31, 1968




