
Reagan’s Speech on His Second Trip to Berlin

…Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city
and the world at the City Hall. Well, since then two other presidents have come, each in his turn, to
Berlin. And today I, myself, make my second visit to your city.

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it's our duty to speak, in this place, of
freedom…You see, like so many presidents before me, I come here today because wherever I go,
whatever I do: Ich hab noch einen Koffer in Berlin. [I still have a suitcase in Berlin.]

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western Europe and North America. I understand that
it is being seen and heard as well in the East. To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, a special
word: Although I cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as to those standing here
before me. For I join you, as I join your fellow countrymen in the West, in this firm, this unalterable
belief: Es gibt nur ein Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.]

Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of a vast system of barriers that
divides the entire continent of Europe…it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most clearly; here,
cutting across your city, where the news photo and the television screen have imprinted this brutal
division of a continent upon the mind of the world.

…as long as this scar of a wall is permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that remains
open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a
message of hope, even in the shadow of this wall, a message of triumph.

…In the 1950s, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." But in the West today, we see a free world
that has achieved a level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the
Communist world, we see failure, technological backwardness, declining standards of health, even want
of the most basic kind--too little food. Even today, the Soviet Union still cannot feed itself. After these
four decades, then, there stands before the entire world one great and inescapable conclusion: Freedom
leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and peace.
Freedom is the victor.

And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming to understand the importance of
freedom. We hear much from Moscow about a new policy of reform and openness. Some political
prisoners have been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some
economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control.

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state? Or are they token gestures, intended to
raise false hopes in the West, or to strengthen the Soviet system without changing it? We welcome change
and openness; for we believe that freedom and security go together, that the advance of human liberty can
only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be
unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of freedom and peace.

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev,
tear down this wall!...


