
1950s through 1970s



France tried to regain control of Vietnam with US support

1954 - communist forces in North Vietnam defeated the 
French

after WWII



Ho Chi Minh – leader of  Vietminh

Group of Vietnamese who 
supported independence of 
Vietnam from foreign rule 
(French)



• 1954
• Divided Vietnam at 17th parallel
• North - communist government
• South - anti-communists
• Democratic elections scheduled in 2 years 

to unite Vietnam 



President Eisenhower was concerned about the safety 
of South Vietnam.

If one nation falls to communism, then nearby nations will be 
influenced and fall as well.

Ike sent huge amounts of foreign aid and military advisors to 
South Vietnam to prevent communist take over.



South Vietnam’s president Ngo Dinh Diem

1956



In Response to Diem’s Regime



- Allowed for the passage of weapons and 
supplies to Viet Cong (South 
Vietnamese Communists)  from North 
Vietnam to South Vietnam.



  North Vietnamese 
patrol boat fired a 
torpedo on the USS 
Maddox. 

LBJ went to 
Congress to discuss 
the Gulf of Tonkin 
incident.

Incident, August 2, 1964



Resolution

• “Blank Check”

• Resolution - not a declaration of 
war 



LBJ ordered the bombing of 
North Vietnam in 1965.

American troops began to 
arrive in South Vietnam to 
protect it from communist take 
over. 



• Jungle terrain
• Viet Cong guerrilla tactics 
• Viet Cong lived with the civilian population, creating 

difficulties for U.S. troops to find the enemy
• Underground tunnels
• Land mines







Vietnam War 
Art and Music

The Rock and Roll War

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziA64N5xWzc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziA64N5xWzc


Selective Service Act- 
required males between the 
ages of 18 - 26 to register for 
military service.

Exemptions: 
-Health Conditions
-College enrollment



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-p5X1FjyD_g




http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeFMyrWlZ68


•College students
-Exempt from going to 
war
-Mostly white and 
financially well off

•most soldiers - lower class 
whites or minorities



Subterranean Homesick Blues
“Waiting for Henry Kissinger” “The Survivor”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoRu1UE2eR0


• Napalm - gasoline based bomb used to set fire to the jungle.

• Agent Orange - leaf killing chemical
•The use of napalm and 
agent orange wounded 
civilians and ruined 
villages.



Silent Night/7 O'Clock News

“Napalm 11” by Leon Golub

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgYFXCUEL4Y


Agent Orange: Before and 
After



Search and destroy missions - in search of the Vietcong, US 
troops would destroy all land and villages.



Television sends images home

Vietnam became the first war that was shown on television. 





Example: College students protested the Vietnam 
War.

Americans who strongly opposed the war and believed that 
the US should withdraw from Vietnam.

Pro-Vietnam war group

Felt that the US should use more military force to win the 
war in Vietnam.



Media showed the war was not over, but the government 
officially stated that an end was close.

This created a credibility gap, in which the people don’t 
trust what the government is reporting.



“War What Is It Good For?” Edwin Starr

“Moratorium” by Jasper Johns

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01-2pNCZiNk


Tet – Vietnamese New Year

a week long truce (peace) was proclaimed,                          
so the Vietnamese could celebrate their
 holiday and bury the dead.

The Viet Cong placed weapons in coffins.

The Tet Offensive -  Viet Cong launched 
an attack on US air bases and cities 
during Tet

Saigon



American public thought the war could be won. 
to Tet

But after Tet millions of Americans changed their 
minds.
Americans began to feel that Vietnam war was a 
stalemate, unwinnable.



loses popularity
Public opinion polls stated -  60% of Americans 
disapproved of Johnson’s war policies
Johnson refused to run for the presidency in 1968. 



Nixon campaigned on the promise to end the war in 
Vietnam. 





Nixon’s policy of gradually withdrawing U.S. troops 
from Vietnam, allowing Southern Vietnamese to 
assume responsibility



Nixon ordered massive 
bombings of supply routes in 
North Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia.

supported Nixon’s efforts to stop the Viet Cong and 
bombing campaigns



1970

President Nixon ordered the invasion of Cambodia.
Troops were to find and destroy supply centers of 
the Viet Cong.



- reaction to the US involvement in Vietnam and 
Cambodia; college students protested

- Kent State University students protested; burned 
down the ROTC building. 

- National Guard - sent in to establish order

- Campus protestors threw 
rocks at guards who then 
opened fire on the students 
killing four people and 
wounding nine others.



US ends war involvement

January 27, 1973 - US signed agreement to end the 
war and leave South Vietnam.

North Vietnamese troops would remain in South 
Vietnam.



April 30, 1975

After the US left, the war continued between 
North and South Vietnam.

North Vietnamese 
captured Saigon 
causing the 
surrender of South 
Vietnam to North 
Vietnam. 



South Vietnam fell to 
communism.

Cold War conflict expanded 
to Vietnam, as well as Korea, 
Cuba and the Soviet Union. 

of the Vietnam War


